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The best way to avoid infection is to keep a puppy at home and away from other dogs until 
it has finished its vaccinations, Bruce said. The parvo vaccine is given as part of a dog’s 
annual booster shot and puppies should be vaccinated at 6, 9 and 12 weeks of age, he 
added. 
 
Bruce also recommends buying puppies from kennels rather than pet stores. 
 
“There are good pet stores, but it’s a more stressful environment,” Bruce explained. “And 
not all breeders are good breeders. A good breeder is selective about who they’re letting 
the puppy go to.” 
 
A good kennel also will have current vaccination papers for the puppy and its mother, 
Bruce added. Ray said when she told C.C.’s breeder what happened, the breeder 
immediately returned her money. 
 
“She was very upset,” Ray said. “She tried everything she could do to make this right.” 
 
Ray said she took C.C. out of her house twice, both times to work, where no other dogs 
had been. She and her husband, Danny, own Commonwealth Computer Services in 
Roanoke. C.C. was named after the business. 
 
Ray now has to wait nine months for her house to decontaminate before she can buy 
another animal. 
 
“You want to take time to pick out a good puppy. Don’t get it because you feel sorry for it 
or because your 10-year-old wants it,” Bruce said. “If you think a little bit in the beginning, 
it will pay off a lot in the end.” 
 
We were so attached to her,” Ray said of her Chihuahua. “For a young child this would be 
awful.” 
 
 


